
RIO DE JANEIRO AND PARATY

7 days/ 6 nights

For decades, Rio de Janeiro has been attracting tourists from all over the world, and has not lost its status as Cidade Maravilhosa. The Sugar Loaf and the Cristo Redentor statue, sites that make Rio a great tourist attraction, divide attentions with the beautiful beaches and even with the "favelas" (shantytowns) on the hills, which also draw foreigners who visit the city. Its seashore is familiar all over the world, with beaches like Copacabana and Ipanema, immortalized in the lyrics of Vinicius de Morais and Tom Jobim songs, two among other worshipers of the "carioca" sun. Here you will find the largest urban forest - Floresta da Tijuca - the Botanical Garden, the Rodrigo de Freitas Lagoon, the sea and the mountains sketching one of most beautiful urban landscapes in the planet with their contrasts.  

Paraty, a colonial city founded in 1667 around the Church of Nossa Senhora dos Remédios, considered a National Historical Monument, it preserves the rounded cobblestone pavement of its streets, and the prohibition of motorized vehicles in the Center certainly adds to the feeling of a journey to the past.

Its area comprises the National Park of Bocaina, the Environmental Protection Area of Cairuçu, the Reserve of Joatinga and has limits with the State Park of Serra do Mar. Paraty is surrounded by the astonishing Atlantic Rain Forest and faces a blue water bay where you will find many islands with hidden and desert beaches.

1st day - .../ RIO DE JANEIRO - arrival in the early afternoon in Rio de Janeiro and transfer to choosen hotel.  Free time. We suggest dinner at Marius Crustáceos.
2nd day – RIO DE JANEIRO – FLORESTA DA TIJUCA – CORCOVADO – After breakfast, the tour starts on the trip to the Cosme Velho station to catch the cog train (ticket is included) for a journey through the dense Atlantic Rain Forest of Tijuca, to the Christ Statue on Corcovado mountain. The forest that we see now, four centuries after the city foundation, is slightly different from the original Atlantic Forest. The forest was replanted and conserved, and little by little it turned into a real urban park, with nice spots and facilities for visitors. The mountain of Corcovado was so-called due to his shape, which looked like a hunchback (corcova). In 1884 was inaugurated the first railway with a steam powered locomotive and in 1931, after five years of construction, the monument was inaugurated. The statue of Christ the Redeemer, inaugurated in 1931 on top of Corcovado mountain, can be seen from everywhere in the city. At the feet of the statue, at an altitude of 710 meters from the sea level, the visitor has a complete view of the city, including the Guanabara Bay, the South Zone beaches and the Rodrigo de Freitas lagoon. 

The guide has between 40 and 60 minutes to show the wonderful sights of Rio before the return journey by train to the coach. The tour continues to São Conrado and Pepino Beach where the hand gliders land and, by noon, return to hotel. Free afternoon.

3rd  day – RIO DE JANEIRO – Sugar Loaf -  Breakfast and departure to Sugar Loaf driving to Aterro do Flamengo towards Urca district, where this famous landmark is located. It was, at the feet of Urca Hill, that the city of Rio de Janeiro was founded in 1565 by Estácio de Sá. The normal visit to Sugar Loaf is done in two steps, by cable car. The first ride of the cable car links Praia Vermelha to Urca Hill, located at 215 meters of altitude, a point from which can be seen all the Guanabara Bay and its islands, the Flamengo landfilling, the Corcovado and the Rio-Niterói bridge, besides the majestic mountains that protect and embellish the city. The second ride, that we will made on cable car, takes to the top pof Sugar Loaf mountain, at 395 meters of altitude, from where can be seen, in a unique perspective, the beach of Copacabana, the Santa Cruz Fortress, some beaches of Niterói in a fantastic scenery. Return to hotel and free afternoon.

We suggest a visit to the Rio´s downtown, to see the historical part of Rio de Janeiro, which has been the capital of Brazil for almost two centuries and can be perceived walking in the downtown area. By the architecture it is easy to identify the periods of the Colonial, Imperial and Republican Rio. Places that deserve a visit are : 

* São Bento Monastery, founded in 1590 by two moks from Bahia, and considered one of the most important patrimonies of brazilian architecture. 

* The Church of Candelária, in neoclassic style, passing afterwards by cultural centers, * The Praça XV, where are located the Imperial Palace – that before being the Royal family was the residence of the governors of the colony, 

* The Palácio Tiradentes – the state deputies assembly,

* Cinelândia, where visitors can see the Teatro Municipal (Opera House), the National Library and the Fine Arts Museum.

* Real Gabinete Portugues de Leitura – built in 1837 by the portuguese community in Rio, is today the biggest portuguese authors library outside Portugal. It is a perfect “manuelino” style´s building.

The lunch could be made at Confeitaria Colombo.

For this last night in Brazil, we suggest the dinner at Rio Scenarium.

4th day -  RIO DE JANEIRO - PARATY – Breakfast and departure to Paraty. The trip takes about 3h30. Arrival at choosen Pousada. Check in and  free time. Paraty offers a wide variety of things to do and see during your visit. Strolling the streets of the historical center, with it's beautifully preserved colonial architecture, stopping in the numerous art galleries and stores, stepping back in time in the churches and museums, sampling the exquisite food, enjoying the music or just relaxing in the tranquil atmosphere are but a few of the options that the old town presents you with.

5th day – PARATY – After breakfast, boat tour. In Paraty's bay you can find over 65 tropical islands and dozens of beaches, each offering something different and all covered with vegetation that remains lush and colorful year round. The water of the bay is always the right temperature for swimming, diving and snorkeling. The best way to enjoy it is on a boat tour. Return to Paraty in the afternoon . 

6th day – PARATY – Leisure day. We suggest a tour to Serra da Bocaina National Park. The park covers an area of 134 thousand hectares (1340 square kilometers) between the states of São Paulo and Rio de Janeiro. Of these, more than 35 thousand are located in Paraty. The high point of the park is the walks along the old “Caminho do Ouro” (gold trail), the steep trails and the deserted beaches, at which the Atlantic forest meets the sea. The trails can be visited by horse or on foot, but a guide is mandatory. 
7th day – PARATY- RIO DE JANEIRO – On scheduled time, transfer to Rio de Janeiro.

INCLUDED: 

· Transfers airport/hotel/airport in Rio

· 03 nights accommodation in standard rooms with private bathrooms and breakfast in Rio 

· Tour Corcovado and Sugar Loaf

· Transfers Rio Janeiro/Paraty/Rio de Janeiro

· 03 nights accommodation in standard rooms with private bathrooms and breakfast in Paraty

· Full day boat tour with lunch included

RIO DE JANEIRO -3 N  Hotel Benidorm, standard room with breakfast , passeios e transfers 
PARATY- 3 N  Pousada da Marquesa, , standard room with breakfast ,  passeios descritos no programa e transfers 
DOUBLE ROOM – USD 550,00 ( for person) 
SINGLE ROOM  - USD 780,00

 

NOT INCLUDED: 

Air ticket, not mentioned meals, tourism and room taxes, beverages and extra personal expenses.

